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The University of Dayton 
ST. AUGUSTINE, DOROTHY DAY DISCUSS 
FAITH AND REASON AT UD SYMPOSIUM 
News Release 
Feb. 14, 1994 
Contact: Mary Harvan or Pam Huber. 
DAYTON, Ohio -- An eighth-century African cleric, a French Enlightenment 
philosopher, an American social activist and other historical figures will discuss faith and 
reason in a "meeting of the minds," part of the first annual Humanities Symposium set for 
Feb. 28 and March 1 at the University of Dayton. 
The symposium events, which focus on "Faith, Reason and the Life of the Mind," are 
free and open to the public and will take place in the Sears Recital Hall in the Jesse Philips 
Humanities Center on campus. 
Eugene August, Alumni Chair in the Humanities and symposium coordinator, says that 
the events are designed to counter the notion that religious beliefs are irreconcilable with 
"hard evidence, empirical observation, logical thought." 
"Just about everyone--students, teachers and everyone else--have religious beliefs of 
one kind or another," August said. "And at the same time, as rational human beings, we have 
to be careful about what we believe. If you give too much credence to faith, you become a 
fanatic, you yield to superstition. If you give too much credence to reason, you rationalize 
away an important part of your life. So we're trying to look at how great minds of the past 
thought of faith and reason, as well as contemporary people talking from their own 
experie'f'lce." 
The "meeting of the minds," scheduled for 7 to 8:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 28, features 
UD professors dressed in period costume and speaking as St. Augustine (John Inglis, 
philosophy), Hildegard of Bingen (Kristina Kerscher, religious studies), Denis Diderot (Paul 
Morman, dean, College of Arts and Sciences), T. S. Eliot (Brian Conniff, English) and 
Dorothy Day (Sandra Yocum Mize, religious studies). The moderator is Patricia Johnson, 
chair of the philosophy department. 
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Other Feb. 28 events include August's keynote address, "Beatrice and Virgil: Faith, 
Reason and Revelation in Dante's Commedia," and a response by philosophy professor 
Raymond Herbenick, set for 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Events on Tuesday, March 1, include a lecture-slide presentation by visual arts 
professor Roger Crum, "Barnett Newman's Stations of the Cross: Art, Faith and the 
Reasoned Flight from Reason," from 4:30 to 5:30p.m. University of Dayton professors from 
various disciplines will discuss the interplay of faith and reason in their lives and in their 
work from 7 to 8:30p.m. Panelists are Brother Donald Geiger, S.M., biology; Conrad 
L'Heureux, religious studies; Sister Judith Martin, S.S.J., women's studies and religious 
studies; the Rev. John McGrath, S.M., religious studies; and Faiza Shereen, English. The 
moderator is Paul Tibbetts, philosophy. 
Receptions are planned for 8:30 to 9 p.m. both evenings in rooms 116 and 118 of the 
Humanities Center. 
The symposium is one of many events in a yearlong celebration of the humanities at 
UD. The Jesse Philips Humanities Center opened for classes in August and was dedicated in 
October. The University also established an Alumni Chair in the Humanities in the summer 
and inaugurated an innovative, integrated humanities-based curriculum this year. 
"The point of the symposia is to demonstrate the centrality of the humanities to the 
educational process. That's what we're trying to do with this first symposium," August said. 
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For interviews or more information on the symposium. call Eugene August at 229-3428. For 
more information, call Mary Harvan or Pam Huber at 229-3241. 
